christmas
cheer

Saturday,
11 December 2021
6.00 PM
St Luke’s
Anglican Church
152 Herries Street,
Toowoomba QLD 4350

Saturday,
18 December 2021
6.00 PM
St John’s
Anglican Cathedral
373 Ann Street,
Brisbane QLD 4000

Brisbane Chamber Choir
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Organist (Toowoomba) Eduarda van Klinken
Organist (Brisbane) Andrej Kouznetsov

Thank you for attending christmas cheer. Please note the following housekeeping
notices to ensure an enjoyable experience for all.
• Please do not applaud between sections.
• Please make sure you have turned off your phone for the duration of the concert.

We Come Rejoicing
A Winter’s Night

Cecilia McDowall

In Dulci Jubilo
O little one sweet
Noël Nouvelet
Still, still, still
Sussex Carol

A Great Mystery
Quatre motets pour le temps de Noël

Francis Poulenc

O Magnum Mysterium
Quem vidistis pastores dicite
Videntes stellam
Hodie, Christus natus est

Shepherds and Wise Men
Angelus ad pastores ait

Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck

O leave your sheep

arr. Graeme Morton

The Shepherd’s Farewell

Hector Berlioz

For unto us a child is born

George Frideric Handel

Christmas Contrasts
Gabriel’s Message

Eleanor Daley

Jesus Christ the Apple Tree

Elizabeth Poston

Tomorrow shall be my Dancing Day

Graeme Morton

For it is Christmas
King Jesus hath a Garden

arr. John Rutter

Silent Night

arr. Donald Cashmore

The Twelve Days of Christmas

arr. Eric H. Thiman

Cecilia McDowall (1951 -)

A Winter’s Night
In Dulci Jubilo
In dulci jubilo
Now sing with hearts aglow,
Our delight and pleasure lies
In praesepio
Like sunshine is our treasure
Matris in gremio.
Alpha es et O.

In quiet joy

O Jesu parvule
For thee I sing alway,
Comfort my heart’s blindness,
O puer optime.
With all thy loving kindness,
O princeps gloriae!
Trahe me post te.

O tiny Jesus

O patris caritas,
O nati lenitas,
Deeply were we stained
Per nostra crimina
But Thou for us hast gained
Coelorum gaudia.
O that we were there.

O father’s caring,
O newborn’s mildness,

Ubi sunt gaudia
In any place but there?
There are angels singing
Nova cantica:
And there the bells are ringing,
In Regis curia.
O that we were there.

Where be joys

In a manger
In the mother’s lap.
Thou art Alpha and Omega.

O best of boys.
Prince of glory!
Draw me unto thee.

By our cimes
Heavenly joy.

New songs:
At the King’s court.

O Little One Sweet
O little one sweet, O little one mild,
Thy Father's purpose thou hast fulfilled;
Thou cam'st from heav'n to mortal ken,
Equal to be with us poor men,
O little one sweet, O little one mild.
O little one sweet, O little one mild,
With joy thou hast the whole world filled;
Thou camest here from heav'n's domain,
To bring men comfort in their pain,
O little one sweet, O little one mild.
O little one sweet, O little one mild.
In thee love's beauties are all distilled;
Then light in us thy love's bright flame,
That we may give thee back the same,
O little one sweet, O little one mild.

Noël Nouvelet
Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici
dévotes gens, rendons a Dieu merci
Chantons Noël pour le Roi nouvelet.

Christmas news, we sing Christmas here
Faithful people, let us thank God
Sing of Christmas for the new King:

D’un oisillon aprés le chant j’oui
Qui aux pasteurs disait Partex d’ici;
En Bethléem trou verez l’angelet.

I saw a little bird, who after his song
To the shepherds said: “Get out of here.
Find the little Lamb in Bethlehem.”

En Bethléem Marie et Joseph vy
l'âne et le boeuf, l'Enfant couché par-mi;
La crèche était au lieu d'un bercelet.

In Bethlehem, I saw Mary and Joseph
The ass and the ox and the Baby lying between them;
There was a manger instad of a liitle cradle.

Bientot les rois, par l’étoile éclaircis
De l’orient dont ils étaient sortis
A Bethléem vinrent mati net.

Soon came the kings by the bright star
That from the Orient, whence it had come
To Bethlehem came on morning.

L’un portait l’or, et l’autre myrrh aussi.
Et l’autr’encens, que faisait bon senti:
Le paradis semblait le jardinet.

One carried gold, another carried myrrh,
And another incense, which smelled lovely:
The little garden seemed like Paradise.

Still, still, still
Still, still, still, the winter night grows still,
And vesper bells have finished ringing.
Warm in the eaves, the birds hush singing.
Still, still, still, the winter night grows still,
Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep well in Mary’s arms.
The star of the Magi shines high above you.
Angels are singing, oh how they love you!
Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep well in Mary’s arms.
Joy, joy, joy, take joy in the greening of love.
God comes to live our human story,
comes as a child, relinquishing glory.
Joy, joy, joy, take joy in the greening of love.
Dream, dream, dream, dream now in the fullness of time.
No need tonight for worry or warning.
Winter’s sun will rise in the morning.
Dream, dream, dream, dream now in the fullness of time.

Sussex Carol
On Christmas night all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring.
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
News of our merciful King's birth.
Then why should men on earth be so sad,
Since our redeemer made us glad,
When from our sin he set us free
All for to gain our liberty.
When sin departs before his grace,
Then life and health come in its place;
Angels and men with joy may sing,
All for to see the new-born King.
All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night:
Glory to God and peace to men,
(O that we were there)
Now and for evermore. Amen.

Quatre motets pour le temps de Noël

Francis Poulenc (1899 - 1963)

O magnum mysterium
O magnum mysterium,
et admirabile sacramentum,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,
jacentem in praesepio.
Beata Virgo cujus viscera
meruerunt portare
Dominum Christum.

O great mystery,
and wonderful sacrament,
that the animals should see the newborn Lord,
lying in a manger!
O blessed Virgin whose womb
was worthy to bear
Christ our Lord.

Quem vidistis Pastores Dicite
Quem vidistis, pastores? dicite annuntiate
nobis in terris quis apparuit?
Natum vidimus,
et choros Angelorum collaudantes Dominum.
Dicite quidnam vidistis?
et annuntiate Christi nativitatem.

Who have you seen, shepherds? Speak:
tell us who has appeared on earth?
We saw the new-born child,
and the Angel choir praising the Lord.
Then tell what you have seen?
And announce the birth of Christ.

Videntes stellam
Videntes stellam
Magi, gavisi sunt gaudio magno:
et intrantes domum,
obtulerunt Domino aurum,
thus et myrrham.

When they saw the star,
the Magi rejoiced with great gladness:
and entering the dwelling,
they offered to the Lord gold
incense and myrrh.

Hodie Christus natus est
Hodie Christus natus est:
hodie Salvator apparuit:
hodie in terra canunt Angeli,
laetantur Archangeli:
hodie exsultant justi, dicentes:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Alleluia.

Angelus ad pastores ait
Angelus ad pastores ait:
annuntio vobis gaudium magnum,
quia natus est vobis hodie
Salvator mundi.
Alleluia.

Today Christ is born:
today the Saviour has appeared:
today on earth the Angels sing,
Archangels sing their praises:
today the just cry out in exultation:
Glory to God in the highest,
Alleluia.

Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562 - 1621)

The angel said to the shepherds:
I bring you tidings of great joy,
for the Saviour of the world
has been born to you today.
Alleluia.

O leave Your Sheep

arr. Graeme Morton

Soloists: Isaac Holtby & Fiona Palmer

Oh, leave your sheep, you shepherds on the hillside,
leave all your sheep, and greet your new-born King.
For Christ is born, your sorrow can become your joy, the Saviour now is born.
Go now, go now, for Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Go now, go now, go now to see the new-born King.
You’ll find him, there, he’s lying in a manger,
His cradle bed, where cattle feed on hay.
He lies asleep, and over head a star shines bright to show all the world.
He cares, he cares, your faithful shepherd cares for you.
See now, see now, your faithful shepherd cares for you.
You wise men three, you eastern men of wisdom,
Come to the light that leads you to your sun.
Jesus our joy, this child is gone incarnate he is God your soverign too.
Bow down! Bow down! Present your incense, gold and myrrh.
Bow down! Bow down! Present your incense, gold and myrrh.
Gloria in excelsis Deo
We pray you new, God’s one and Holy Spirit,
To pierce our hearts with your eternal love, give us your peace.
For God will bring us heaven through our faith in Christ the Lord.
Come now! Come now! Come now and fill our hearts with love!
Come now! Come now! Come now and fill our hearts with love!

The Shepherds farewell
Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling,
The humble crib, the stable bare.
Babe, all mortal babes excelling,
Content our earthly lot to share.
Loving father, loving mother,
Shelter thee with tender care!
Blessed Jesus, we implore thee
With humble love and holy fear.
In the land that lies before thee,
Forget not us who linger here!
May the shepherd's lowly calling,
Ever to thy heart be dear!
Blest are ye beyond all measure,
Thou happy father, mother mild!
Guard ye well your heav'nly treasure,
The Prince of Peace, The Holy Child!
God go with you, God protect you,
Guide you safely through the wild!

Hector Berlioz (1803 - 1869)

For unto us a child is born

George Frideric Handel (1685 - 1759)

For unto us a Child is born,
unto us a Son is given,
and the government shall be upon His shoulder;
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor,
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace

Gabriel’s Message

Eleanor Daley (1955 -)

The angel Gabriel from heaven came
His wings as drifted snow his eyes as flame
"All hail" said he "thou lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favoured lady," Gloria!
"For known a blessed mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honour thee,
Thy Son shall be Emanuel, by seers foretold
Most highly favoured lady," Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said,
"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name."
Most highly favoured lady. Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
"Most highly favoured lady," Gloria!

Jesus Christ the Apple Tree
The tree of life my soul hath seen,
Laden with fruit and always green;
The trees of nature fruitless be,
Compared with Christ the Apple Tree.
His beauty doth all things excel,
By faith I know but ne'er can tell
The glory which I now can see,
In Jesus Christ the Appletree.
For happiness I long have sought,
And pleasure dearly I have bought;
I missed of all but now I see
'Tis found in Christ the Appletree.
I'm weary with my former toil,
Here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be,
Of Jesus Christ the Appletree.
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the Appletree.

Elizabeth Poston (1905 - 1987)

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day

Graeme Morton (1952 - )

Soloist: Elodie Geertsema

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day;
I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play,
To call my true love to my dance;
Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, my love, my love,
This have I done for my true love.
Then was I born of a virgin pure,
Of her I took fleshly substance
Thus was I knit to man's nature
To call my true love to my dance.
In a manger laid, and wrapped I was
So very poor, this was my chance
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass
To call my true love to my dance.

King Jesus hath a garden
King Jesus hath a garden, full of divers flowers,
Where I go culling posies gay, all times and hours.
There naught is heard but Paradise bird,
Harp, dulcimer, lute,
With cymbal, trump and tymbal,
And the tender, soothing flute.
The Lily, white in blossom there, is Chastity:
The Violet, with sweet perfume, Humility.
The Crown Imperial bloometh too in yonder place,
'Tis Charity, of stock divine, the flower of grace.
Yet, 'mid the brave, the bravest prize of all may claim
The Star of Bethlem-Jesus-bless'd be his Name!
Ah! Jesu Lord, my heal and weal, my bliss complete,
Make thou my heart thy garden-plot, fair, trim and neat.
That I may hear this musick clear:
Harp, dulcimer, lute,
With cymbal, trump and tymbal,
And the tender, soothing flute.

arr. John Rutter

Silent Night

arr. Donald Cashmore

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht
Alles schläft; einsam wacht
Nur das traute hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

Silent night, holy night
All is sleeping, alone watches
Only the close, most holy couple.
Blessed boy in curly hair,
Sleep in heavenly peace!
Sleep in heavenly peace!

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht,
Hirten erst kundgemacht
Durch der Engel Halleluja,
Tönt es laut von fern und nah:
Christ, der Retter ist da!
Christ, der Retter ist da!

Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds just informed
By the angels’ hallelujah,
It rings out far and wide:
Christ the Savior is here!
Christ the Savior is here!

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht,
Gottes Sohn, o wie lacht
Lieb’ aus deinem göttlichen Mund,
Da uns schlägt die rettende Stund’.
Christ, in deiner Geburt!
Christ, in deiner Geburt!

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, oh how laughs
Love out of your divine mouth,
For now the hour of salvation strikes for us.
Christ, in Thy birth!
Christ, in Thy birth!

The Twelve days of Christmas

arr. Eric H. Thiman

On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me
twelve drummers drumming,
eleven pipers piping,
ten lords a leaping,
nine ladies dancing,
eight maids a milking,
seven swans a swimming,
six geese a laying,
five gold rings,
four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree.

If you enjoyed today’s concert, please consider donating to
contribute to the running costs of the Brisbane Chamber Choir.
The chamber choir is a charitable organisation which means that
all donations over $5.00 are tax deductible.
To make a donation use this QR code or visit
www.brisbanechamberchoir.com

2022 Season
Brisbane Chamber Choir are currently finalising our performance schedule and concert
programmes for 2022 which will include concerts in Brisbane at St John’s Cathedral and in the
Queensland Performing Arts Centre; in regional Toowoomba; and interstate tours to Adelaide and
Canberra. Please refer to our website for the latest details next year or whilst there register for our
occasional newsletters which will keep you informed of all our latest activities and provide concert
booking details as they are confirmed. We look forward to your continuing support of the choir at
our performances next year.
March
Bach Cantatas Concert
Following our successful concert this year we are exploring more of Bach’s wonderful cantatas
supported again by the Brisbane Chamber Players and Soloists
April
Good Friday Devotion
Continuing our tradition of musical meditations on Good Friday evening in St John’s Cathedral,
2022 will feature a performance of St John’s Passion by Johann Sebastian Bach.
May
Mozart’s Requiem
As part of the Queensland Symphony Orchestra’s Maestro Series, this concert celebrates the
return of large-scale choral performances in the Concert Hall at QPAC.
July
Adelaide Tour
Returning to Adelaide for a weekend of performances with Adelaide Chamber Singers and the
Sydney Chamber Choir.
August
Vietnam Requiem
After performing as part of World Premiere in Canberra earlier this year, the Brisbane Chamber
Choir joins with the Flowers of War and QPAC to repeat the performance in our home city of
Brisbane.
September
Carnival of Flowers
The Chamber Choir will return to Toowoomba in 2022 to present a concert as part of the Carnival
of Flowers Festival. Afterward, the concert will be repeated in Brisbane.
October
Prisoners of War Requiem
Presented by the Flowers of War and the Australian War Memorial, next year we return to
Canberra to present the next Requiem in this series featuring new music composed to
commemorate and respect the impacts of war.
December
A Brisbane Chamber Choir Christmas
A return of our traditional Christmas concert and carols service at St John’s Cathedral.

The Brisbane Chamber Choir, established in 1997, is an auditioned vocal ensemble of up to twenty
singers. Under founding musical director Graeme Morton AM, it performs repertoire of all styles and
periods, with a focus on choral works of contemporary Australian composers. It continues to commission
and perform new Australian works.
For more than 20 years the ensemble has delighted concert audiences at home and across Australia and
has produced several landmark recordings. The choir is a socially tight-knit group of singers which is
reflected in their performances.
In 2014 the singers were guest artists of Musica Viva in Sydney and collaborated with cornerstone
Australian choral ensembles, the Adelaide Chamber Singers and the Sydney Chamber Choir, in A Tale of
Three Cities in 2015. In 2016, they released Mass of the Dreaming, a celebrated recording of Australian
choral music, featuring the premier recording of the Ross Edwards’ title work, together with compositions
of musical friends Joseph Twist, Paul Stanhope, and Keren Terpstra.
In their 20th anniversary year, the ensemble was privileged to work with the Queensland Symphony
Orchestra under maestro Stephen Layton in a performance of J.S. Bach’s Mass in B Minor – since
broadcast twice on ABC Classic FM – and to share the concert platform with internationally renowned
saxophonist, Diana Tolmie.
In 2021 the choir was invited to Canberra to be a part of the Vietnam Requiem, a new work created by
Chris Latham for the Flowers of War project at the Australian War Memorial, featuring music by Andrew
Schultz, Ross Edwards, Elena Kats-Chernin, Graeme Koehne and Chris Latham.
The ensemble regularly performs with leading instrumentalists including The Adina String Quartet and the
Brisbane Chamber Players. It is currently the resident Chamber Choir of St John’s Anglican Cathedral.

Dr. Graeme Morton AM is the founding Director of the Brisbane Chamber Choir. Graeme is a Senior
Lecturer and Choral Conducting Fellow at the University of Queensland and the Director of Music at St
John’s Anglican Cathedral, Brisbane. For twenty-five years he was Director of Music at St Peters
Lutheran College, where he founded the renowned St Peters Chorale. During this time, he co-founded
The Australian Voices with Stephen Leek and served as its inaugural Director.
Never tiring to pursue exciting new choral works for his singers and their audiences alike, Graeme is
responsible for commissioning and recording many works now regarded as Australian choral classics. He
tours and lectures on choral conducting, both in Australia and overseas. As a Churchill Fellow he
observed choral leadership in both the United States and Canada.
Graeme is a Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music and received a Prime Minister’s Medal and in
2011 was the recipient of the Lord Mayor’s Australia Day Cultural Award. Graeme holds a Doctorate and
Master of Music (Organ) from the University of Queensland, and as a composer, is published by
Augsburg Fortress, Kjos Music, and Morton Music.
Eduarda Van Klinken is delighted to join the Brisbane Chamber Choir for tonight’s concert. She has
accompanied this group regularly since its inception in 1997. In the past month Eduarda has also worked
with the Queensland Symphony Orchestra, The Queensland Pops Orchestra and the Ipswich City
Orchestra. She is a founding member of the Toowoombells Handbell Choir and is the Year One teacher at
Fairholme College.
Andrej Kouznetsov studied at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music with Philip Swanton. While a student
there he won several awards, including that of first place in the open section of the Sydney Organ
Competition. During this time, he was Organ Scholar at the University of Sydney, and at St James', King
Street, where he was subsequently appointed Organist.
Relocating to the United Kingdom, Andrej spent a year as Organ Scholar at Salisbury Cathedral, where he
was also Director of the Cathedral Chamber Choir. Following this, he was appointed Organ Scholar at
Westminster Abbey in London, where he regularly accompanied and conducted the Abbey's worldrenowned choir, gave numerous recitals, and took part in high-profile events attended by Her Majesty the
Queen and other members of the Royal Family. Whilst based in London, Andrej studied with Birmingham
City Organist, Thomas Trotter.
Andrej is currently Assistant Director of Music at St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane, where he plays the organ
for Cathedral services, assists with the training of the boy choristers, and directs the Johannine Voices, a
chamber choir he founded in 2015. He is also Director of Music at St John’s College in the University of
Queensland. Andrej was recently admitted as a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists.

A service of
lessons &
carols

Sunday 19th December @ 7.00pm
St John’s Cathedral,
373 Ann Street Brisbane
A service of Lessons and Carols to
welcome the Christmas Season. Let the
Brisbane Chamber Choir transport you to a
place of simple Christmas beauty as they
sing the well-loved traditional choral carols
made famous throughout the world by the
choir of King’s College, Cambridge.
Directed by Graeme Morton with organist
Andrej Kouznetsov.
No admission charge: an offering to assist
the Cathedral Music Foundation or general
donation will be most welcomed. Parking is
available in the precinct or nearby carparks.

